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CP Rochester Receives $240,000 Gift from Golisano Foundation 
Funds will be used to create Transitional Apartments in Henrietta 

 
 
Rochester, NY (June 9, 2016)   CP Rochester, a partner within the Al Sigl Community of 

Agencies, received a grant from The Golisano Foundation to assist the agency develop 

‘transitional apartments’ for young adults with disabilities. As part of the grant award, $40,000 

was gifted in October 2014 with an additional $200,000 to be awarded when additional funding 

is secured via the Al Sigl Community of Agencies capital campaign, a Federal Home Loan, and 

other grants and sources.  

 

“We applaud CP Rochester’s vision to create a transitional residence for young adults with 

disabilities who, with appropriate support, are capable of learning the skills necessary for 

independent living,” said Ann Costello, Director of the Golisano Foundation.  

 

Rather than construct a new building for the transitional apartments, CP Rochester plans to 

renovate a former Individualized Residential Alternative building located on Pinnacle Road in 

Henrietta currently owned by the Al Sigl Community of Agencies.  

 

“There is an urgent need for young adults with physical, cognitive, and developmental 

disabilities, including autism, to access community-based housing and begin the transition from 

living with families and caregivers to building a life for themselves within the community,” said 

Mary Walsh Boatfield, President and CEO of CP Rochester. “These individuals have a strong 

desire to pursue and create their own plan for community housing.” 
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The design and function of CP Rochester’s transitional apartments will closely mirror the 

successful transitional apartments constructed by Happiness House in Canandaigua, which were 

funded in large part by The Golisano Foundation. The Happiness House transitional apartments, 

which opened in 2012, was created to be a stepping stone for individuals with a disability as they 

moved from living with family or in a certified setting, to living independently in the community 

of their choice. Tenants work side-by-side with staff to assess their current strengths and needs. 

Once tenants identify their goals, staff provide support and training to assist them in increasing 

their independence. The one goal shared by all tenants is that they will transition from this 

‘training setting’ to a ‘traditional community’ apartment sometime in the next few years. 

Common focus areas for training include personal safety, tenant-landlord responsibilities, how to 

be a good neighbor, money management, health and safety, community access, home 

maintenance, cooking, nutrition, and self-care.  

 

Within the transitional apartment model, tenant supports are individualized based on goals and 

needs. Supports can be funded by one of the New York State Community Based Waivers (for 

individuals with a developmental disability, a traumatic brain injury, or acquired disability), no-

fault insurance, or self-pay. Tenants are provided a safety net by having timely access to staff 24 

hours per day, seven days a week. This safety net provides the individual as well as their family 

and friends with a sense of security. Tenants will develop meaningful relationships with others 

who are going through similar experiences. As the Happiness House model has proven, these 

relationships continue even after individuals have moved on to community apartments. 

 

CP Rochester’s transitional apartment building will offer seven, one-bedroom units with a large 

common area that includes a kitchen and recreational space. The agency is working with the 

Town of Henrietta for final approval of its design. CP Rochester anticipates the apartments will 

provide support and training for 15-20 individuals during its first 10 years of operation. 

Construction is expected to begin in 2017.  
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CP Rochester supports individuals of all ages and abilities in determining their own pathway in 

life. The agency partners with the individual, their family, and the community to fulfill the 

individual’s right to live a productive and rewarding life. CP Rochester provides a wide range of 

quality health, educational, and support services in the greater Rochester area to assist individuals 

in achieving their goals.  
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